
Day 6
America’s Response to the Great 

Depression
5th Grade



SC Standard:   5-4.3 Explain the American government’s response to 
the Great Depression in the New Deal policies of President Franklin 
Roosevelt, including the Civilian Conservation Corps, the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, and the Social Security Act
I can explain the American government’s response to the Great 
Depression in the New Deal policies of President Franklin Roosevelt.
I can identify the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) as relief and 
recovery programs and describe the purposes of the program.
I can identify the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, and the Social Security Act as reform 
programs and describe the purpose of each program.
EQ: What was the government’s response to the Great Depression? 



Materials & Resources

Discover Education Videos
https://app.discoveryeducation.co
m/learn/videos/f3e67c8a-4df1-
4483-802c
fe0ea5c3c7e0?hasLocalHost=false
&embed=0

• Paper
• Pencil
• AVID binder/SS Compostion

Notebook



Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include:
Quick Write Paragraph
Vocabulary Three Column Notes
Reading Comprehension Questions
Reflection



Quick Write

Why did people rush to withdraw their money from banks in 1929? 
What do you  think? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________



Create three column 
notes(word/definition/illustration) using the 
following terms: FDIC, Social Security, Civilian 
Conservation Corps

Term Definition Illustration



Reading-American Governments Response to the Great Depression
By Inauguration Day (March 4, 1933), every U.S. state had ordered all 

remaining banks to close at the end of the fourth wave of banking panics, and the 
U.S. Treasury didn’t have enough cash to pay all government workers. Nonetheless, 
FDR (as he was known) projected a calm energy and optimism, famously declaring 
"the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”

Roosevelt took immediate action to address the country’s economic woes, 
first announcing a four-day “bank holiday” during which all banks would close so 
that Congress could pass reform legislation and reopen those banks determined to 
be sound. He also began addressing the public directly over the radio in a series of 
talks, and these so-called “fireside chats” went a long way towards restoring public 
confidence.

During Roosevelt’s first 100 days in office, his administration passed 
legislation that aimed to stabilize industrial and agricultural production, create jobs 
and stimulate recovery.

In addition, Roosevelt sought to reform the financial system, creating the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to protect depositors’ accounts and 
the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to regulate the stock market and 
prevent abuses of the kind that led to the 1929 crash.



Reading Cont.-America’s Response to the Great Depression
The New Deal: A Road to Recovery

Among the programs and institutions of the New Deal that aided in 
recovery from the Great Depression were the Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TVA), which built dams and hydroelectric projects to control flooding and 
provide electric power to the impoverished Tennessee Valley region, and 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA), a permanent jobs program that 
employed 8.5 million people from 1935 to 1943.

When the Great Depression began, the United States was the only 
industrialized country in the world without some form of unemployment 
insurance or social security. In 1935, Congress passed the Social Security 
Act, which for the first time provided Americans with unemployment, 
disability and pensions for old age.

After showing early signs of recovery beginning in the spring of 
1933, the economy continued to improve throughout the next three 
years, during which real GDP (adjusted for inflation) grew at an average 
rate of 9 percent per year.



A sharp recession hit in 1937, caused in part by the Federal Reserve’s 
decision to increase its requirements for money in reserve. Though the 
economy began improving again in 1938, this second severe 
contraction reversed many of the gains in production and employment 
and prolonged the effects of the Great Depression through the end of 
the decade.

Depression-era hardships had fueled the rise of extremist 
political movements in various European countries, most notably that 
of Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime in Germany. German aggression led war to 
break out in Europe in 1939, and the WPA turned its attention to 
strengthening the military infrastructure of the United States, even as 
the country maintained its neutrality.



Continued--- Reading

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), established by Congress 
on March 31, 1933, provided jobs for young, unemployed men during 
the Great Depression. Over its 9-year lifespan, the CCC employed about 
3 million men nationwide. The CCC made valuable contributions to 
forest management, flood control, conservation projects, and the 
development of state and national parks, forests, and historic sites. In 
return, the men received the benefits of education and training, a small 
paycheck, and the dignity of honest work. Three CCC companies 
operated in the North Dakota badlands between 1934 and 1941, 
contributing to projects that today’s visitors can still appreciate.



Create 3 questions from the reading

1.________________________________
2.________________________________
3.________________________________



Reflection

Write a note to a parent explaining one thing you learned from today’s 
lesson____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



Day 7
World War II

5th Grade



SC Standard 5-4.4

5-4.4 Explain the principal events related to the involvement of the United 
States in World War II, including campaigns in North Africa and the 
Mediterranean; major battles of the European theater such as the Battle of 
Britain, the invasion of the Soviet Union, and the Normandy invasion; and 
events in the Pacific theater such as Pearl Harbor, the strategy of island-
hopping, and the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
I can statement- I can explain the principal events that led to the 
involvement of the United States in World War II.
Essential Question- What were the causes for World War II? How did the 
attack on Pearl Harbor change the American public’s view of entering into 
World War II? 



Materials & Resources

Discover Education Videos
https://app.discoveryeducation.co
m/learn/videos/6dbcbdfa-5f7e-
44fb-82b6-012aa81d550b/

• Paper
• Pencil
• AVID binder/SS Composition 

Notebook



Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include:
Quick Write Paragraph
Vocabulary Three Column Notes
Reading Comprehension Questions
WWII-One Pager Creation
Reflection



Quick Write

Why do people continue to fight after fighting? Think about WWI. (Why 
would there be a second  war? What are your thoughts? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________



Create three column 
notes(word/definition/illustration) using the 
following terms: Axis powers, allied powers

Term Definition Illustration



Reading-World War II
World War II

World War II was fought between the Axis Powers (Germany, Italy, 
Japan) and the Allied Powers (Britain, United States, Soviet Union, 
France). Most of the countries in the world were involved in some 
way. It was the deadliest war in all of human history with around 70 
million people killed.
When was it?
World War II started in 1939 when Germany invaded Poland. Great 
Britain and France responded by declaring war on Germany. The war 
in Europe ended with Germany's surrender on May 7, 1945. The war 
in the Pacific ended when Japan surrendered on September 2, 1945.
Where was it?
World War II started in Europe, but spread throughout the world. 
Much of the fighting took place in Europe and in Southeast Asia 
(Pacific).



Reading Cont.-World War II Timeline

• 1939 September 1 - Germany invades Poland. World War II begins.

1939 September 3 - France and Great Britain declare war on Germany.

1940 April 9 to June 9 - Germany invades and takes control of Denmark and 
Norway.

1940 May 10 to June 22 - Germany uses quick strikes called blitzkrieg, meaning 
lightning war, to take over much of western Europe including the Netherlands, 
Belgium, and northern France.

1940 May 30 - Winston Churchill becomes leader of the British government.

• 1940 June 10 - Italy enters the war as a member of the Axis powers.

1940 July 10 - Germany launches an air attack on Great Britain. These attacks last 
until the end of October and are known as the Battle of Britain.



World War II Timeline Continued
• 1940 June 10 - Italy enters the war as a member of the Axis powers.

1940 July 10 - Germany launches an air attack on Great Britain. These attacks last 
until the end of October and are known as the Battle of Britain.

1940 September 22 - Germany, Italy, and Japan sign the Tripartite Pact creating 
the Axis Alliance.

1941 June 22 - Germany and the Axis Powers attack Russia with a huge force of 
over four million troops.

1941 December 7 - The Japanese attack the US Navy in Pearl Harbor. The next 
day the US enters World War II on the side of the Allies.

1942 June 4 - The US Navy defeats the Japanese navy at the Battle of Midway.

1942 July 10 - The Allies invade and take the island of Sicily.

1943 September 3 - Italy surrenders to the Allies, however Germany helps 
Mussolini to escape and set up a government in Northern Italy.

1944 June 6 - D-day and the Normandy invasion. Allied forces invade France and 
push back the Germans.



World War II Continued
• 1944 August 25 - Paris is liberated from German control.

1944 December 16 - The Germans launch a large attack in the Battle of the Bulge. They 
lose to the Allies sealing the fate of the German army.

1945 February 19 - US Marines invade the island of Iwo Jima. After a fierce battle they 
capture the island.

1945 April 12 - US President Franklin Roosevelt dies. He is succeeded by President Harry 
Truman.

1945 March 22 - The US Third Army under General Patton crosses the Rhine River.

1945 April 30 - Adolf Hitler commits suicide as he knows Germany has lost the war.

1945 May 7 - Germany surrenders to the Allies.

• 1945 August 6 - The United States drops the Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. The city 
is devastated.

1945 August 9 - Another atomic bomb is dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.

1945 September 2 - Japan surrenders to US General Douglass MacArthur and the Allies.



Create 3 questions from the reading

1.________________________________
2.________________________________
3.________________________________



WWII One Pager

• Create a one pager about World War II



Reflection

Why did World War II begin? Who were the axis powers? Who were 
the allied powers during WWII? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



Day 8
The Role of Key Figures During WWII

5th Grade



SC Standard 5-4.5

Analyze the role of key figures during World War II, including Winston 
Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, Benito Mussolini, and 
Adolph Hitler.
I can statement: Recognize key figures of World War II and analyze 
their roles during World War II.
Essential Question: Who were the significant leaders for the Axis and 
Allied powers?  How did the leaders of the Allied and Axis forces help 
or harm the people of their countries? 



• Quick write
What were the principal events that lead to World War II?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



Analyze the role of the key figure by reading and 
taking notes in the chart.(You can use journal or 
notebook paper)
Key Figures Role during WWII

Winston Churchill

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Joseph Stalin

Beniton Mussolini

Adolph Hitler



Key Figures of World War II
The principal events related to the United States’ involvement in World War 

II include the rise of European dictators such as Benito Mussolini in Italy and Adolf 
Hitler in Germany as a result of the worldwide depression. They were dictators and 
used military aggression against the rest of Europe to secure their goals.  Josef 
Stalin was also a dictator, he was opposed to Hitler. Hitler’s fascism is a right-wing 
reaction to Stalin’s communism. 

The Japanese had a militaristic government that was seeking to expand its 
nation’s power. Dictators in Germany, Italy, and Japan formed an alliance called the 
Axis powers. At first, the European leaders tried to avoid war and responded to the 
aggression of Hitler’s Germany with the policy of appeasement, giving in to his 
demands. When Germany invaded Poland, allied Britain and France declared war 
on Germany. Soon Germany defeated France and was constantly bombing Great 
Britain in an effort to break the spirit of the last undefeated European country. 
These continuous-feeling air raids were known as the Battle of Britain and were 
significant because they were the first instance in which Hitler’s plans of conquest 
were foiled. Germany also invaded the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 
The Congress of the United States passed laws that required President Roosevelt to 
maintain an official policy of neutrality. President Franklin D. Roosevelt tried to 
help British leader, Winston Churchill; the leader of the Free French, Charles de 
Gaulle; and the leader of the Soviet Union, Josef Stalin with supplies.



Key Figures of WWII
Adolf Hitler believed that the German people were a superior race. He 

and many German people, thought that the treaty that ended World War I was 
unfair and the economic sanctions placed on Germany after World War I were 
unrealistic and extremely punitive. Hitler’s goal was for Germany to avenge itself 
for this treaty by taking over the at least the rest of Europe, if not the world. With 
the establishment of extreme nationalism, Hitler was able to use his influence to 
successfully invade other areas of Europe such as Poland and France. Students 
should be able to locate German advances in Europe. The goal of the Japanese 
was to establish control of the Far East in order to ensure the economic 
prosperity of the Japanese people. After the Japanese bombing of the United 
States Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt asked the United States 
Congress to declare war on Japan. Germany and Italy then declared war on the 
United States in order to support their ally, Japan, thereby becoming the Axis 
Powers. The United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union became known as 
the Allied Powers or the Allies.



Key Figures of WWII
At first, the European leaders tried to avoid war and responded to the 

aggression of Hitler’s Germany with the policy of appeasement, giving in to his 
demands. When Germany invaded Poland, allied Britain and France declared war 
on Germany. Soon Germany defeated France and was constantly bombing Great 
Britain in an effort to break the spirit of the last undefeated European country. 
These continuous-feeling air raids were known as the Battle of Britain and were 
significant because they were the first instance in which Hitler’s plans of conquest 
were foiled. Germany also invaded the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 
The Congress of the United States passed laws that required President Roosevelt to 
maintain an official policy of neutrality. President Roosevelt tried to help British 
leader, Winston Churchill; the leader of the Free French, Charles de Gaulle; and the 
leader of the Soviet Union, Josef Stalin with supplies.

Adolf Hitler believed that the German people were a superior race. He and 
many German people, thought that the treaty that ended World War I was unfair 
and the economic sanctions placed on Germany after World War I were unrealistic 
and extremely punitive. Hitler’s goal was for Germany to avenge itself for this 
treaty by taking over the at least the rest of Europe, if not the world. With the 
establishment of extreme nationalism, Hitler was able to use his influence to 
successfully invade other areas of Europe such as Poland and France. Students 
should be able to locate German advances in Europe.



Key Figures of WWII
The goal of the Japanese was to establish control of the Far East in order to 

ensure the economic prosperity of the Japanese people. After the Japanese bombing 
of the United States Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt asked the 
United States Congress to declare war on Japan. Germany and Italy then declared 
war on the United States in order to support their ally, Japan, thereby becoming the 
Axis Powers. The United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union became known as 
the Allied Powers or the Allies. The goal of the Allies was to stop the Axis Powers and 
defeat them unconditionally so that they could not invade other countries again. 
Students should be able to explain the strategies used by the Allied Powers in the 
European theater which included heavy bombing raids on Germany and landings of 
ground troops on the periphery of German occupied lands. The Allied landing in 
North Africa (Operation Torch) was to free the Mediterranean Sea from German 
control, protect the oil fields of the Middle East, and to take some of the pressure off 
of the USSR who was taking heavy losses as it was being invaded by Germany. The 
USSR was able to hold off the German advance and began defeating them on the 
eastern front. Allied landings in Italy brought the surrender of the Italians but 
German forces continued the bitter fight on the Italian peninsula. The invasion of 
Normandy on D-Day provided a second front against the Germans in the west and 
provided some relief for the Russian troops. The invasion of Normandy led to the 
eventual surrender of the Axis Powers in Europe, but the Allied powers continued to 
struggle against a Japanese army that was determined to fight until all was lost.



Create a Political 
Cartoon About WWII 
and its Key Figures
(Note: To the right is an 
example of a political cartoon 
by Dr. Suess called Waiting for 
the Signal From Home.)
Try creating a political cartoon 
of your own about what was 
occurring during WWII and 
it’s key figures.

Let your creativity flow!!!!



Create 3 questions from the reading

1.________________________________
2.________________________________
3.________________________________



Reflection: How did World War 
II end? 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________



Day 9
Key Developments in technology, aviation, & 

weaponry of WWII



SC Standard 5-4.6
Summarize key developments in technology, aviation, weaponry, and 
communication and their effects on World War II and the United States 
economy.
I can summarize key developments in technology, aviation, weaponry, and 
communication and their effects on World War II and the United States 
economy

Essential Question: How did industry develop during WWII to meet the 
needs of the armed forces? (5-4.6) · How did Truman arrive at the decision to 
use nuclear weapons? (5-4.6) · How was the United States able to supply its 
armed forces overseas in Europe and Asia? (5-4.6) · How did technology help 
the military forces engaged in WWII? (5-4.6) · Why were businesses able to 
recover from the Great Depression as a result of new technology and WWII? 
(5 – 4.6)



Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include:
Quick Write Paragraph
Vocabulary Three Column Notes
Reading Comprehension Questions
Reflection



Create three column 
notes(word/definition/illustration) using the 
following terms: aviation, technology, weaponry

Term Definition Illustration



WWII Technology, Aviation, Weaponry
Key developments in technology, aviation, weaponry, and communication had a 

significant impact on World War II and on the economy of the United States both during the war 
years and in the postwar period. With the increase in production necessary to sustain the war 
effort, the economy of the United States experienced a boost, lifting the nation out of the Great 
Depression. Medical advances in the treatment of infection and disease such as the first antibiotic, 
penicillin have helped to prolong the lives of many Americans and contributed to an aging 
population. 

Aviation innovations included improved bombers that were able to fly farther and use 
radar to track these planes and to spot enemy planes. By the end of the war, jets were being 
developed. After the war, personal and business air travel and the transportation of goods around 
the world grew significantly because of the aviation technology. 
Secret communications codes developed during the war contributed to the development of 
computer systems designed to break those codes. The first computers were room-sized machines. 
The computer industry has grown tremendously in the last sixty years and as a result Americans 
enjoy almost instant access to information through the use of personal computers, lap tops, smart 
phones, tablets and other hand-held devices. Advances in weaponry were made in response to 
wartime needs. The two atom bombs dropped on Japan were developed by a team of scientists in 
the United States who were trying to beat the Germans to the technology. Although Albert 
Einstein encouraged President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to establish the Manhattan Project that 
developed the bomb, he was not involved in the process. Atomic technology has had a significant 
impact on the economy of the United States since World War II. The arms race started as a result 
of America’s exclusive control of the atom bomb. This race to develop new and better bombs and 
ways to deliver them to the target has resulted in extensive government spending which has both 
stimulated the economy and focused spending on the military.



Quick Write

How does technology improve our life? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________



Create 3 questions from the reading

1.________________________________
2.________________________________
3.________________________________



Reflection

Which did you think helped more during WWII aviation, weaponry or 
technology? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



Day 10 
Social & Political Impact of WWII

5th Grade



SC Standard 5-4.7
Summarize the social and political impact of World War II on the 
American home front and the world, including opportunities for 
women and African Americans in the work place, the internment of the 
Japanese Americans, and the changes in national boundaries and 
governments.
I Can Statements: I can summarize the social and political impact of 
World War II on the American home front and the world. · I can 
summarize the opportunities for women and African Americans in the 
work place. 
Essential Question: How did the role of women change during the time 
period just prior to World War II and the time period immediately 
following World War II?? 



Create three column 
notes(word/definition/illustration) using the 
following terms: social, political

Term Definition Illustration



Social & Political Impact of WWII
World War II had a profound social impact on the United States that would have 

long term political effects. The nation came together as each American was encouraged to 
“Do Your Part” in the war effort. Each and every American was called upon to conserve 
scarce materials by contributing to scrap metal drives and planting “Victory Gardens.” 
However voluntary conservation was not enough and Americans were required to use 
ration booklets. The economy was finally pulled out of the Depression by the war efforts. 
Everyone went to work to help win the war. Women, as homemakers, were responsible for 
rationing and victory gardens. More women also began to work outside the home. They 
took the place of husbands, sons, and brothers in factories and built airplanes, trucks, and 
ships. Although women faced discrimination, ‘Rosie the Riveter’ became an icon of the 
period. Women were expected to return home when the war ended and the soldiers 
returned to their jobs. Despite hardships, such as discrimination and lack of child care, 
many women missed the workplace. This wartime experience helped lay the foundation 
for the women’s movement of the 1960s. African Americans demanded the right to 
wartime jobs and President Roosevelt ordered that they be given opportunity. Many more 
African Americans moved to cities in the north and on the Pacific coast to work in wartime 
industries. African Americans made some strides in the military during the war, such as the 
Tuskegee Airmen; however, they still served in segregated units, as was the experience in 
previous wars, and were often assigned duties of lesser importance because of racial 
prejudice that often led those in power to doubt in their capabilities. 



Social & Political Impact of WWII
The role played by African American soldiers in the war and the treatment by whites 

on the home front during and after the war ended prompted President Truman to order that 
the army be desegregated after World War II. The experiences of African Americans proving 
themselves by serving their country at home and abroad, called the double victory campaign, 
helped lay the foundation for the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. Japanese Americans 
faced the most profound discrimination. Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor, one hundred 
ten thousand Japanese Americans were moved to internment camps in the western deserts of 
the United States. Made to leave their homes and businesses with little warning or 
compensation for the loss of their possessions and livelihoods, they were imprisoned behind 
barbed wire fences without the right to a trial and without proof that they were disloyal. 
Nonetheless, the Japanese Americans continued to be loyal to the United States. Some of 
them served with distinction in military units in the European theater. As a result of the war, 
political boundaries of some nation-states were changed and some governments were 
altered. The United States established a democracy in occupied Japan. Germany was divided 
into four zones and occupied by the four Allied powers. Soon the United States, Great Britain, 
and France united their zones and helped to create a democratic government in what later 
became known as West Germany. The Soviet Union established a communist government in 
East Germany. Berlin, the former capital of Germany, was similarly divided although it was 
located entirely within the Soviet zone. The Soviet Union also set up puppet regimes in the 
eastern European nations that they liberated from German occupation. Although the United 
States emerged from the war as a dominant world power, it would soon find itself in 
confrontation with its World War II ally, the Soviet Union. The Cold War had its roots in 
differences in wartime priorities between the United States, Great Britain and France, and the 
Soviet Union.



Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include:
Quick Write Paragraph
Vocabulary Three Column Notes
Reading Comprehension Questions/Response
Reflection



Question/Response
(Answer in your journal/on notebook paper)
• Summarize the social and political impact of World War II on the 

American home front and the world. 
• What opportunities for women and African Americans were allotted 

in the work place
• Explain the internment of the Japanese Americans. 
• Describe the wartime experiences of women, African Americans, and 

Japanese Americans.
• How were African Americans perceived prior to World War II and 

how did the perception change after World War II?



Reflection

Who was most impacted as a result of WWII? Why? Share your 
thoughts.__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________


